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Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ethnomedizin – AGEM, Herausgeber der
Curare, Zeitschrift für Medizinethnologie • Curare, Journal of Medical Anthropology (gegründet/founded 1978)

Die Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ethnomedizin (AGEM) hat als rechtsfähiger Verein ihren Sitz in Hamburg und ist eine Verei-
nigung von Wissenschaftlern und die Wissenschaft fördernden Personen und Einrichtungen, die ausschließlich und un-
mittelbar gemeinnützige Zwecke verfolgt. Sie bezweckt die Förderung der interdisziplinären Zusammenarbeit zwischen 
der Medizin einschließlich der Medizinhistorie, der Humanbiologie, Pharmakologie und Botanik und angrenzender Na-
turwissenschaften einerseits und den Kultur- und Gesellschaftswissenschaften andererseits, insbesondere der Ethnologie, 
Kulturanthropologie, Soziologie, Psychologie und Volkskunde mit dem Ziel, das Studium der Volksmedizin, aber auch 
der Humanökologie und Medizin-Soziologie zu intensivieren. Insbesondere soll sie als Herausgeber einer ethnomedizini-
schen Zeitschrift dieses Ziel fördern, sowie durch regelmäßige Fachtagungen und durch die Sammlung themenbezogenen 
Schrifttums die wissenschaftliche Diskussionsebene verbreitern. (Auszug der Satzung von 1970)
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Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ethnomedizin – AGEM, editor of  
Curare, Journal of Medical Anthropology and Transcultural Psychiatry, founded 1978.
New subtitle 2008: Curare, Zeitschrift für Medizinethnologie • Curare, Journal of Medical Anthropology

AGEM, the Working Group “Ethnomedizin”/Medical Anthropology, registered association with legal capacity seated in Hamburg/Ger-
many, is an association of scientists and academics as well as persons and institutions promoting science, serving exclusively and directly 
non-profit purposes. It pursues the promotion of interdisciplinary co-operation between medicine, including history of medicine, human 
biology, pharmacology, and botany and adjacent natural sciences, on the one hand, and cultural studies and social sciences, especially eth-
nology, cultural and social anthropology, sociology, psychology and the sociology of medicine. With view to this goal, and also to diffuse 
widely the scientific discourse, it acts in particular as publisher of a journal in the field of medical anthropology/“Ethnomedizin”, organises 
specialist conferences on a regular basis, and collects and make accessible relevant literature. (Extract of rules of 1970)
www.agem-ethnomedizin.de
 

• Zeitschriften / Journals:
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Fainzang S. 1996. Alcoholism, a Contagious Disease. A Contribution towards an Anthropological Definition of Contagion. Culture, Medicine 
and Psychiatry 20,4: 473–487.

Bei Zeitschriften mit Namensdoppelungen, z.B. Africa das Herkunftsland in Klammern dazu setzen. / Journals which occur with the same name, 
e.g. Africa put in brackets the country of origin.

• Bei speziellen Themenheften mit Herausgeber(n) oder Gastherausgeber(n) / In case of an issue on a special theme and with editor(s) or 
guest editor(s):
Maier B. 1992. Nutzerperspektiven in der Evaluierung. In BiChMann W. (Hg). Querbezüge und Bedeutung der Ethnomedizin in einem holistischen 

Gesundheitsverständnis. Festschrift zum 60. Geburtstag von Hans-Jochen Diesfeld. (Themenheft/Special theme). Curare 15,1+2: 59–68.

• Rezensierter Autor, der im laufenden Text (Schüttler nach FiScher-harriehauSen 1971: 311) zitiert wird:
sChüttLer G. 1971. Die letzten tibetischen Orakelpriester. Psychiatrisch-neurologische Aspekte. Wiesbaden: Steiner. Rezension von FisCher-

harriehausen H. 1971. Ethnomedizin I,2: 311–313.

• Autor einer Buchbesprechung / Reviewer:
PFeiFFer W. 1988. Rezension von / Bookreview from PeLtzer K. 1987. Some Contributions of Traditional Healing Practices towards Psychosocial 

Health Care in Malawi. Eschborn: Fachbuchhandlung für Psychologie, Verlagsabt. Curare 11,3: 211–212.

• Bücher und Monographien / Books and Monographs:
PFLeiderer B., greiFeLd K., BiChMann W. 1995. Ritual und Heilung. Eine Einführung in die Ethnomedizin. Zweite, vollständig überarbeitete und 

erweiterte Neuauflage des Werkes „Krankheit und Kultur“ (1985). Berlin: Dietrich Reimer.
Janzen J.M. 1978. The Quest for Therapy in Lower Zaire. (Comparative Studies in Health Systems and Medical Care 1.) Berkeley and L.A., CA: 

University of California Press.

• Sammelband / Collection of essays (papers) (name all authors):
sChieFenhöveL W., sChuLer J., PösChL r. (Hg) 1986. Traditionelle Heilkundige – Ärztliche Persönlichkeiten im Vergleich der Kulturen und medi-

zinischen Systeme. Beitr. u. Nachtr. zur 6. Intern. Fachkonferenz Ethnomedizin in Erlangen, 30.9.–3.10.1982. (Curare-Sonderband/Curare 
Special Volume 5). Braunschweig, Wiesbaden: Vieweg.

BLaCking J. (Ed) 1977. The Anthropology of the Body. (A.S.A. Monograph 15). London: Academic Press.

• Artikel aus einem Sammelband / Article in a collection of papers:
sChuLer J. 1986. Teilannotierte Bibliographie zum Thema „Traditionelle Heilkundige – Ärztliche Persönlichkeiten im Vergleich der Kulturen 

und medizinischen Systeme“. In sChieFenhöveL W. et al. (Hg), a.a.O.: 413–453. (wenn das Werk mehrfach zitiert wird, sonst komplett nach 
obiger Anweisung zitieren, Seitenzahlen am Schluss, … Braunschweig/Wiesbaden: Vieweg: 413–453)

Loudon J.B. 1977. On Body Products. In BLaCking J. (Ed), op. cit.: 161-178 (if the vol. is cited more than one time, otherwise citation of referen-
ces as above, pages at the end, … London: Academic Press: 161–17)

Vornamen vollständig, wenn es einheitlich bei allen Autoren ist / Prenames can be used if all authors are also cited with prenames
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The Italian Institute Goals Parallel those of U.S. Social Scientists and 
Health Professionals (Reprint 1968)*

Professor anTonio scarpa of the Italian Institute of 
Ethnoiatry in Varese, Italy, has written to encoura-
ge his fellow social scientists and members of the 
health professions to pursue their goals of improved 
communication and collaboration. He has provi-
ded a statement of goals of the Ethnoiatric Institute 
which parallel to a degree some of those set forth 
by U.S. medical anthropologists (see October, 1968, 
issue of the Medical Anthropology Newsletter).

The Italian Institute goals are established as 
follows:

to promote the study, along scientific lines and  –
of a critical, comparative and informative na-
ture, of the traditional medicine of the peoples 
of the world, in ist many and varied manifesta-
tions, from the most humble practices of empiri-
cal medicine, characteristic of depressed popu-
lations, to the most complicated systems of the 
most highly evolved civilizations.
to proceed, using experimental methods, to a  –
revision of empirical healing practices in which 
there is indication of a real therapeutic action, 
and to their experimentation, with particular re-
gard to the study of drugs which have not yet 
been identified a pharmacological point of view.
to promote sociological study of the phenomena  –
connected with the transformation and adapta-
tion of traditional empirical medicine in connex-
ion with social evolution, and hence the utilisa-
tion of ethnoiatric studies in the “crusade” for 
education in health and hygiene.
to acquaint the Western world, by means of  –
translation and illustration, with both the classi-
cal and the present-day texts of traditional medi-
cine (Arab, Abyssinian, Indian, Chinese, etc.)
to establish contact and exchanges with foreign  –
institutes and scholars concerned with traditional 
medicine.
to hold conferences of those interested in the  –
subject, to participate in meetings where eth-
noiatric arguments may be relevant, and to pro-
mote public lectures.
to organize missions and study trips. –

to institute prize competitions and scholarships. –
to acquaint, by means of its own periodical, all  –
those who are interested in traditional medicine, 
and in particular those working in different sci-
entific  fields, with the investigations carried out 
and the scientific memoirs published in the vari-
ous sectors of research, as well as with the activ-
ity of the Institute and the studies to be made in 
its initiative.
to gather together in a museum documents, appa- –
ratus, utensils, amulets, talismans, idols, herbari-
ums, drugs, pharmaceutical and anything else 
that can serve as documentation of the path fol-
lowed by humanity in the field of the art of med-
icine, from the prehistoric practices which still 
persist among certain peoples but are destined 
soon to vanish, right up to the most complicated 
procedures of the present day civilizations.
to house a specialized library gathering together  –
works of the whole world which concern, direct-
ly or indirectly, the traditional medicine of the 
peoples of the earth.
imed ( – sic)** for collections of photographs and 
films.

Although we have no further information about 
programs, persons wishing to correspond with Pro-
fessor Scarpa may reach him at the following ad-
dress: Prof. Antonio Scarpa, Instituto*** Italiano 
di Etnoiatria, Presso L´Ospedale di Circolo, Viale 
Tamagno, 24, Varese, Italy ****

– – –
* 2nd issue of the Medical Anthropology Newsletter, Octo-
ber, 1968, p. 2 // ** This was a mistake in writing, Scarpa 
meant “idem”, which is till now highly in use in continental 
European literature and means “the same” and is derived 
from Latin // *** The correct Italian term for Institute in 
Italian language is “Istituto” // ****Today the heritage of 
Scarpa (1903–2000) is kept by Prof. Antonio Guerci of the 
university of Genova in Italy, see Museo Antonio Scarpa 
http://www.etnomedicina.unige.it/.  


