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The Italian Institute Goals Parallel those of U.S. Social Scientists and
Health Professionals (Reprint 1968)*

Professor ANTONIO Scarpa of the Italian Institute of
Ethnoiatry in Varese, Italy, has written to encoura-
ge his fellow social scientists and members of the
health professions to pursue their goals of improved
communication and collaboration. He has provi-
ded a statement of goals of the Ethnoiatric Institute
which parallel to a degree some of those set forth
by U.S. medical anthropologists (see October, 1968,
issue of the Medical Anthropology Newsletter).

The Italian Institute goals are established as
follows:

— to promote the study, along scientific lines and
of a critical, comparative and informative na-
ture, of the traditional medicine of the peoples
of the world, in ist many and varied manifesta-
tions, from the most humble practices of empiri-
cal medicine, characteristic of depressed popu-
lations, to the most complicated systems of the
most highly evolved civilizations.

— to proceed, using experimental methods, to a
revision of empirical healing practices in which
there is indication of a real therapeutic action,
and to their experimentation, with particular re-
gard to the study of drugs which have not yet
been identified a pharmacological point of view.

— to promote sociological study of the phenomena
connected with the transformation and adapta-
tion of traditional empirical medicine in connex-
ion with social evolution, and hence the utilisa-
tion of ethnoiatric studies in the “crusade” for
education in health and hygiene.

— to acquaint the Western world, by means of
translation and illustration, with both the classi-
cal and the present-day texts of traditional medi-
cine (Arab, Abyssinian, Indian, Chinese, etc.)

— to establish contact and exchanges with foreign
institutes and scholars concerned with traditional
medicine.

— to hold conferences of those interested in the
subject, to participate in meetings where eth-
noiatric arguments may be relevant, and to pro-
mote public lectures.

— to organize missions and study trips.
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— to institute prize competitions and scholarships.

— to acquaint, by means of its own periodical, all
those who are interested in traditional medicine,
and in particular those working in different sci-
entific fields, with the investigations carried out
and the scientific memoirs published in the vari-
ous sectors of research, as well as with the activ-
ity of the Institute and the studies to be made in
its initiative.

— to gather together in a museum documents, appa-
ratus, utensils, amulets, talismans, idols, herbari-
ums, drugs, pharmaceutical and anything else
that can serve as documentation of the path fol-
lowed by humanity in the field of the art of med-
icine, from the prehistoric practices which still
persist among certain peoples but are destined
soon to vanish, right up to the most complicated
procedures of the present day civilizations.

— to house a specialized library gathering together
works of the whole world which concern, direct-
ly or indirectly, the traditional medicine of the
peoples of the earth.

— imed (sic)** for collections of photographs and
films.

Although we have no further information about
programs, persons wishing to correspond with Pro-
fessor Scarpa may reach him at the following ad-
dress: Prof. Antonio Scarpa, Instituto*** Italiano
di Etnoiatria, Presso L'Ospedale di Circolo, Viale
Tamagno, 24, Varese, Italy ****

* 2nd jssue of the Medical Anthropology Newsletter, Octo-
ber, 1968, p. 2 // ** This was a mistake in writing, Scarpa
meant “idem”, which is till now highly in use in continental
European literature and means “the same” and is derived
from Latin // *** The correct Italian term for Institute in
Italian language is “Istituto” // ****Today the heritage of
Scarpa (1903-2000) is kept by Prof. Antonio Guerci of the
university of Genova in Italy, see Museo Antonio Scarpa
http://www.etnomedicina.unige.it/.
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